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A matter of honor

Evergreen's Raj Budwal part of
delegation to commemorate

Gurpurab at White House
By Monica Uppal Popli
Special to the Times

inancial planper and Investment adviser Raj

Budwal was working in his Piercy Road office

om Now. 16 looking at his appointments for the
remaining davs of the week when an invitation
changed his entire schedule.

“You said White House?" said Budwal whils talk-
ing to the United Sikh represontative on tho phions.

On Nov, 19, Budwal, o United Sikh volunteer,
was in the Whito House among the delegation of
120 Sikhs from all over the LLS, invited to com-
memorate thie 5418t Gurpurab or the hirth anniver.
sary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the first Sikh Guru and
fouunder of the Sikh religion, The White House cole-
brated the evont Friday, two days bofore the
Gurpurah when millions of Sikhs colebrate the mli-
glous festival in their respective congregations in
America and the world over,

Prosidont Barack Obama’s message was conveyed
in o statement: “On Sunday, many arownd the world
will observe the anniversary of birth of Guru Nanak
Dav Ji, the [ownder of Sikhism, 1 send my best wish-
es (o all those ohserving this extracrdinary occasion,
This is also an opportunily 1o recognize the many
contributions that Sikh Amerdcans have made to
our nation, and (o reflect on the pluralism that is a
hallmark of America. Sikhism's principles of equal-
ity, sarvice, interfaith cooperation and respect are
principles shared by all Americans, As Sikhs cole-
brate the birth of Guru Nanak, peaple of good will
rwhere can idemtify with his teachings on the
equality of all humankind and the need for compas-
sion in our sorvice to othoers,”

Congressman John Conyers Jr. (D-MI) and Raj Budwal at the
5415t Gurpurab celebrated at the White House, Pholo courfesy
Raj Budwal

“President Obama has deep regards for the Sikh
community and we are sager to work with you all,”
sadd Christima M, Tehen, head of the White House
office of Public Engagement, welcoming the guests,

Last yoar, was the first time that this festival was
ever celobrated af the White House, Dr. Rajwant
Singh, chairman of the Sikh Council on Religion
and  Edvcation (SCORE) and Paul Monteiro,
Assoclate  Director of the Office of Public
Engagement were the emcees of this year's event,
The: program started with traditional kirtan (ehanti-
ng hymns| with barmonivm and tabla performed by
Ragi Nirmal Singh Nagpuri, and Sukhjeevan Singh
af the Golden Temple, Amritsar, India.

3 gury Namak  pargateva mitti
dhund jag chaanan hova' performed at the White

aassansnnn

House extols the virtues of Guru Nanak
reformer who preached the message of eq)
versal brotherhood and encouraged chari
Budwal, “He pioneered the unique practice of “lan-
gar, free community kitchen, which is sl preva-
lomt 1oday.”
Along with Budwal, other United Sikhs volun-
toers from the Bay Area who attended the celebra-
ton were Ashween Sahni, Indermoban Singh,
Loveleon Kaur Sahni, Harpreet Siogh Sandhu,
Parleen Kaur S| nd Jagmoban Singh Sahni,
Unitexd Sikh is a L affiliated international non-
profit, non-gove antal, humanitarian  relief,
human |Iuwlnpmﬂnl and advocacy organization,
aimed at empowering those in need, especially dis-
advantaged and minority communities across the
warld,
Budwal v
United Sikh

isited Haiti in February as part of the
slief team to serve the earthquake-rav-
agod Haitions [Evergreen Thies, Ma 20, 2010).
Amaong other things, in keeping with tl kh tradi-
tion, the team cooked and served “langar” or freo hot
meals to survivors of the carthquake, Budwal also
collected a donation of about $20,000 for the quake-
victims through his radio program Bay Area Third
Ev

resanfatives from EcoSikh, Sikh Counc li on
Religion and Education, Saldef and
were among the attendees ot the White House cole-
bration, Speakers touchod on the issues such as bul-
lving in the schools against Sikh children, negative
profiling and other challenges faced by the Sikh
community. Stkh leaders highlighted the important
contributions of Sikhs in society.

Bocky Monrog, head of community milations at
the Dopartmant of Justico, while praising Sikhism's
central message of fighting for justice, talked about
the White House's continued wish to work with the
Sikh community to provent diserimination and hate
Crimes,

“Sikhs started coming to the US. in the early
1900°8," said Budwal, “It is a matter of honor and
great pride to b recognized and felicitated by the
president and his staff. It was a gratifying oxpari-
See BUDWAL, next page
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Jettersitoithe Editor

Inspiring Pennies for
Education article
Editor,

In an economy whore parents are
{acing hard times, it s oo wonder
that our children are alse secing
somo  of those roporcussions.
Fortun fundraisers  like the
penny drive [Evergreen Times, Nov,
27| mot only bring in much nesded
resources  bul  more importantly
Awarenoss,

It's uplifting to know that the cause
can begin with our children to
insplre other parents and communi-
tios to do the same. The notion of a
penny donation emphasizes that fact
that every little effart halps,

Lauren Mendoza

Heyward

Kudos

Editor,

I read the Evergreen Elomentary
Education Feundation fundraising
articles in the Evergreon Thmes [Now.
17 issue]. Thank you so, so much!
Both articles, Pennies for Education
and Socoor Tournamant at Sportsplex
are superh! Thank vou for working
so quickly 1o got the articles in this
issue,

A huge thank you for making the
articles. separate so the kids and
schools could be highlighted for all
their hard work and efforts for the
Penmies fundraiser. 1 know it will be
meaningful and special to all the
schools and kids 1o see their offorts
EIJ(:UHIIIY

We greatly appreciate your time
and support. Thank yow, Monio

[Uppal Popli], for coming out to the
EEEF soccer tournament and fnter-
viewing averyone,

Wi thank you for your kindness
and comtinued support. We will keep
you posted of our progress and
ovonts, Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you! You are the best!

Lisa Chupnnrhr
Evergreen Elomentary
Education Foundation

Saving lives
Editor,

The Humane Society Silicon
Vallay (HSSV). San Jose Animal Cane
Contor (SJACS), the City of Palo Alto
Animal Services and Town Cats (of
Morgan Hill) would like to personal-
Iy thank you for your coverage of our
Novembor $10 Cat Adoption Special

|Evergreen Times, Nov, 13,

As o result of articles like yours
and the acoompanying photo of those
five adorable kittens, wo had an over-
whelming response from the public!
In just the first weekend, we colloc-
tivaly adopted out 150 cats and kit-
tens between our four South Bay ani-
mal shelters and rescue organiza-
tions. | hear Towncats “sold out™ of
cats, SIACS “ran omt” of kittens and
HSS opted over 73 cats and kit-
tons in onp weekond between our
three adoption cenlers,

1 thought you'd want to know you
are making a difference in our com-
munity! Think of all the ves we've
saved and enhanced.

Kelly Gramt

Marketing Manager

Humane Society Silicon Villey

The Evargreen Times,

- -
Have an opinion?
Let the Evergreen Times hear from pou! Send
your fetiers fo Maraging Editar Jeanme Cadbone ar
feanne@tmesmediaing, con or wa postal mai fo:

1310 Tully Rosd, Sta, 112, San Jose, CA 95122
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Wi are an independent, locally owned newspaper group devated fo the accurale and balanced raporting of evenls that affect
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D8CRT

Continued from page 3
that she was nowly appednted to be the
Chair of the Economic Committeo by
Mayor Chuck Reed and funding for the
Highway 101 overpass has beon solid-
ified and work should begin next year,
Unbeknownst to DSCRT Presidom
Bonnie Mace, Hemrorn prosented a
conmendation (o her for her work
within the commumnity and the organi-

zation, Mace was surprised and
thanked the councilmember and
roundtable,

Tom Huff, 4 voluntear and membaer
of the DECRT roundtable gave an
updite about the work that he and oth-
ors are doing to help offset costs for the
GATE program. They have held viari-
ous fundraisers, including o soccer
tournament at the Silver Croek Sports
Complex to raise money; although dif-
ficult to do, they have raised about
$50,000 1o date.

Jim  Zito, the mnowly slocted
Evergreen  School District  Board
Trustoe and Envision General Plan
Task Force membor roprosenting
District 8, sharod that the Task Force is
moving forward in comploting the
2040 General Plan (GP), The GP is the
land use ignation map for the City
of San Jose, Zito shaved that he made a
motion o ensure that the Riparian
Caorridor be protected at the Nov, 15 GP
meeting by asking the Thsk Force mem-
bers to support a minimuwm 50 foo sot-
back for all dovelopments adjacent to
corridor. Ho explained the importance
of pratecting our waterways and ani
mil habitats, His motlon passed.

Amar Chadha, Paul Monteiro and Raj Budwal were
among the delegation of 120 Sikhs from all aver the 1.5,
Invited to commemaorate the 5415t Gurpurab at the Whie
House. Pholo courtesy Raf Budwal

Budwal

Continued from previous poge

eneo (o be a guest ol the White House and pay
tribute to Guru Nanak Dev Sahib Ji. o great
visfonary who was the feunder of Sikhism,”

Budwal also runs Sarbat Ka Bhalla, a non-
prafit organization almed ol creating awarensss
about Sikhism (hitpadwww: bayareathirdeye,
com/sarbatkabhallafindex.htm). He distributes
free materials and literature to advance the
knowledga of Sikhism and Sikh scriptures,
Sarbat Ka Bhalla also raises funds for philan-
thropic purposes.

Raised on the principles of ‘naam japoa’
(ramembering God through meditation], "kirat
kare' [earning an honest living), and ‘vand
chakko' (solflessly serving othors, sharing
income and resources), Sikhs beliove in equal-
ity and well being of all human beings. This
belief is reflocted in the United Sikhs motto,
“Recognize humin race as one,” said Budwal.
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5988 Silver Creek Valley Rd. - Suite 55
San Jose, CA 95138
{Comer of Silver Creek Valloy Rd and Fontanosa, by 101)
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www.sszsilvercreek.com

3 Implant Dentistry
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Expressway
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